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ABSTRACT

Handloom weaving industry occupies a distinct anifjue place in the Indian economy. It is also apresgsion
of deeply rooted cultural and social tradition india. In Assam, the handloom weaving industry hesnbplaying a
significant role not only in human life but in teeonomy of the state also. Weaving industry isajrtbe major village
industries which provide a solid basis for rapicbgth of income in the state. Sualkuchi in thisteghis associated with
weaving from time immemorial and the economy ofvilege is primarily dependent on weaving. Sualkudaims a
reputation of its own which is unique in so far mwnd pat silk fabrics are concerned. More thanp@® cent of the total
households in the village is dependent on weaasmtheir principal source of income. The preseantigtis an attempt to
study the academic performance of children of tieawers, the educational level of their parents #mel relationship
between the academic performance of children aadettucational level of their parents. The sampl#hefstudy consists
of 118 students of class X selected by purposivipléag technique from four selected secondary sishafdSualkuchi. The
result of the H.S.L.C. examination is taken as itldex of academic performance of the selected stad@he study
reveals that the academic performance of childréthe weavers is average and there exists a sggmifi relationship

between academic performance and educational tEvibleir parents.
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INTRODUCTION

India is a powerhouse of silk production. It isafde in producing all four commercially used vaestof silk i.e.
mulberry, tusser, eri and muga. The handloom semtoupies a distinct and unique place in the Indiemnomy. Apart
from providing basic necessities of life, it plagscrucial role through its contribution to induatroutput, employment
generation and export earnings of the country. #iskas embossed an inimitable identity with its Raat Muga silk
which rank the finest in the world. The handloondustry of Assam accentuates the creative mastertheflocal
craftsmen and thus representing the splendid @lltueritage and traditional legacy of Assam. Inakssespecially in
Sualkuchi, handloom weaving is the earning sourfcéhe people. Handloom industry has its own sigaifice in the
economy. In terms of impact and coverage, handla@awving stands next only to agriculture particylanl rural areas of
Assam. Sualkuchi is a pioneer center in the hamdland weaving industry particularly silk weavingtie state for which

the village is also popularly known as the Manahiest Assam. Handloom weaving is a way of life ameénsely linked
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with Assamese culture and heritage. Handloom imgudtAssam is known for its rich tradition of maki handloom and

handicraft products. It also plays a very importaté in the socio-economic development of theestat
NEED OF THE STUDY

Sualkuchi is a multi-caste village under Guwahali-division of Kamrup district of Assam, situated the North
bank of the mighty river Brahmaputra at a distao£80 km West of Guwabhati. The handloom activitySefalkuchi is a
household-based activity. The manufacturing praeesse carried on by the family members themseatvesy hiring
weavers. With the help of Handlooms, weavers weav®us kind of traditional cloth. Handloom weaviisgthe way of
life of most of the people of Sualkuchi. So thefpssional weavers have to satisfy the needs ofthster weavers’
families and other prominent persons. Although veesxengage most of their time in Handloom weavictiyiéies they
have also their own families with school-going dhéin. The academic performance of their childreadgs the concern of
them. They have the expectation of their childsggrformance. They also have high aspiration tdsviire establishment
of a goal or attainment of success. Education cémia is a considerable factor in their childrggesformance. As most of
the weavers are illiterates how their children aspie result in H.S.L.C. examination is a mattecancern. The earlier
study explores that the level of education of tteepts affects their children’s academic perforreangcademic

performance and the level of education of the garkave a significant relationship.
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

In view of the studies already done and objectieésthe study, the present study has been titlech wit
“ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF CHILDREN OF THE WEAVERS IN RELATION TO EDUCATIONAL
LEVEL OF THEIR PARENTS ".

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The objectives of the present study are
e Tofind out the academic performance of childrethefweavers of Sualkuchi.
* To find out the level of education of father weavef the children.
* To find out the level of education of mother weavef the children.

* To study the relationship between the level of atioo of father weavers and the academic performafctheir

children.

e To study the relationship between the level of etioa of mother weavers and the academic performahtheir

children.
HYPOTHESES OF THE STUDY
In order to accomplish the objectives, the follogvlrypotheses have been formulated
H,. The academic performance of children of the weawéSualkuchi is high.
H,. The level of education of father weavers of thédebn is low.

Hs: The level of education of mother weavers of thikdeen is low.
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H,: There exists a significant relationship betwelea fevel of education of father weavers and theleceéc

performance of their children.

Hs: There exists a significant relationship betwelea level of education of mother weavers and theleméic

performance of their children.
DELIMITATION OF THE STUDY

* The study is delimited to the weaver parents ofsdum@pled children who presently engaged in diffel@oms in

Sualkuchi of Kamrup district, Assam.

» The study is delimited to those children who appédan H.S.L.C. examination under SEBA for the sas£016-
2017.

e The study is delimited to the weavers of Sualkwéh{amrup district, Assam.

OPERATIONAL DEFINITION ON THE TERMS USED

Academic Performance

The success met by the students (Weavers’ childien)heir High School Leaving Certificate (HSLC)
Examination conducted by Board of Secondary EdanatAssam (SEBA) in the session 2016-2017 is dendbte

academic performance.
Weaver
A person who weaves at a loom. In Sualkuchi, thypes of weavers are seen, they are

» Master weaver: One who does not perform the awesving but look after the organization aspectsvr{€r of

the loom)
» Entrepreneur weaver: One who organizes or owngreofooms and weaves also.
* Wage weaver: One who weaves at others loom on patyofivork.
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

Barkar AB Rahim & Shasiah Mohamed (2004)conducted a study to assess the academic perfoemanc
educational and occupational aspirations of stidéoim technical secondary schools. Two hundretyfitiree students
were involved in the study. The findings of the dstushowed that technical secondary school studeat® high
educational aspiration. Majority of them plan tadst for at least a Bachelor degree. About 76% efrtiplan to enroll in
technical courses, especially in engineering. Alii% of the students have an average general atadbitity and about
50% have an average general academic ability imenaatics and sciences. No significant correlatiwese observed
between academic achievement and educational ispga@and occupational aspirations. The majoritthef students were
confident in obtaining a place for further educatithe area of studies and the occupation theyexspor. Students were

moderately knowledgeable about the field of studias the occupations they aspired for.

Winga Maureen Adhiambo, Agak John Odwar and Ayere A Mildred (2011) in their studies on “The
relationship among Schools Adjustment, Gender andda@mic Achievement amongst Secondary School Staden

Kisumu District Kenya” investigated the levels atheol adjustment and its relationship with acadeaghbievement.
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Gender differences in school adjustment were atam@ed. A cross-sectional research design wasoymgl The target
population was 4500 students. The sample considtd80 secondary school students with a mean a@318.D. 1.078.
The form four classes in the selected schools weesl. Questionnaires, as well as official KCSE dration results,

were used to collect data in the study.

Data were analyzed using descriptive statistios the mean, frequency counts and percentagesiniérential
statistics that were used were t-test. They fotnad there were no significant differences betwegh hchievers and low
achievers in dedication, engagement, and schoostdgnt. The study recommends that the study emvieot of the low

achievers be further scrutinized.

Hafiz Muhammad Wagas Rafig, Tehsin Fatima, Malik Muhammad Sohail, Muhammad Salim and
Muhammad Ali Khan (2013) studied to explore the effect of parental involesnin the academic achievement in their
children. The research was conducted in Allamall@oavn, Lahore city. A total of 150 students (Baysd Girls) of §'
class of secondary school students (public andamjvwere taken as respondents. Four schools vedgeted through
random sampling which includes one boy and onefgirh each of the public and private schools catiegdfor equal
representation of both boy and girl students inséu@ple frame of the present study. A survey qoiessire was used as a
tool for data collection. After the data collectidhe study has found that parental involvementahagnificant effect in
better academic performance of their children. $hely has proved that parental involvement enhatisecacademic

achievements of their children.

Dash Satya Narayan (1995aims to highlight the differences, if any, thatstgiwithin the handloom industry.
Traditionally, the industry is divided on the basfsaste and each caste has specialization ba#nrirs of yarn-count and
product. Thus, one of the objectives of the stigljoiassess the economics of handloom weaving amtiffegent caste

groups with a view to identifying the process ofliee.

The decline of handloom is often associated withréasing competition from the mill sector. It igygested that

the mill sector competes with the handloom in thleese of superior and fine fabrics.

The present work aims to examine the impact ofntiilesector on the economy of handloom, both bydging
the structure of demand in the neighborhood forhthedloom and non-handloom desertion of weavingrprise. Thus
the second objective of the study is to assesgffeet of competition on the handloom Industry aifferences between

caste groups.

Baishya, Prabin (1986)in his study on “Small and Cottage Industries:a&e study in Kamrup district of Assam”
stated that Assam occupies a unique position iicuderre by producing all the four varieties ofksiliz, Mulberry (pat),
Muga, Eri and Tasar. As the most labor intensiv@-dised industry covering host plant plantatiod eearing and even
reeling stages, sericulture provides jobs to aelagction of the agricultural population on a séeoy occupation and

generates income to supplement the income froncualtrre.

In this study, it is found that most of the comni@rtooms weaving particularly Mulberry and Mugafis are
concentrated since time immemorial in Sualkuchie $tudy highlighted some issues like a number @il employment

position, capital investment, problems of SualkunHustry, etc.

DAS, KALYAN (2000) conducted a study titled “Women weavers of Sualkuthe silk town of Assam with

special reference to women weavers engaged inilthendustry” pointed out that there was 1500k ddoms in 3000
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households. Survey attempts to unfold the salieatufes of the silk weaving industry of Sualkudhidiscusses the
infrastructure, input, and output of the industmanagement of the industry, the social backgrountthe weavers, the
problem of the weavers, income of the weavers, latom this study, it was found that there is notchdifference in
status and earning of the male and women weavergitown. Economic conditions of the weaver fagsilivere found to
be not very bad. Altogether 20 per cent of the wedamily lived below the poverty line. From theidy, it was also

found that illiteracy was greater among the womeawers and about 30 per cent were illiterate.

Deka, Latika (2012) in her study on “ Socio-Educational studyth® weavers of Sualkuchi: The Silk town of
Assam” studies the Sualkuchi silk handloom clustéich covers 15 villages to find out the socio-emmit status,
educational level, working and health conditionn@favers and the potentiality of Sualkuchi silk istiy for employment
generation among the rural masses. In her studyhah found that the overall socio-economic stafugage weavers is
not satisfactory. Working and health condition loé tweavers are also not sound. She also highliggaete difficulties
relating to the potentialities of Sualkuchi silkdirstry for employment generation among the ruratses. The main
difficulty is in marketing that lies in the seasbtyaof demand. The demand for fabric rises on ¢ve of Durga Puja
Festival i.e. September — October and in marriagesans from January to April. Demand for produalis for about four

months that is from May to August.

METHODOLOGY
Method

The present study falls under the descriptive sumethod.

POPULATION AND SAMPLE
Population of the Study

All students of class X who enrolled in 2016 angegred the matriculation examination under SEBfeyear
2017 from 4 high schools of Sualkuchi are the pafponh for the study.

Using purposive sampling 118 students are seleatedample. Then 236 weavers i.e. the mother ahérfat

weavers of the sampled students are taken as sasiptg purposive sampling.
PROCEDURE OF DATA COLLECTION

For the present, study data and information comuakwith the objectives are collected from the héghools and

the parents of the weaver children by the investigaersonally.
Statistical Techniques Uses
Tabulation of data, percentage, graphical presentandy?is used in the study.
Analysis and Interpretation of Data
Objective No. 1: To find out the academic perforoenf children of the weavers.
Hy: The academic performance of children of the wesigehigh.

Regarding the academic performance of childrenhef weavers’, the data were collected from the sadnpl

schools. Here the marks obtained by the sampldrehilin H.S.L.C. examination conducted by SEBA weoesidered as
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academic performance. It has been assigned asaighage and low academic performance on the bapisrcentage ¢

marks.

Table 1: Percentageof Academic Performance of Children of theNeavers

Category d Academic Performance | Children of the Weavers
High 24 (20.34%)
Average 76 (64.41%)
Low 18 (15.25%)
Total 118

Source: Investigator’s field surve
Interpretation

Table 1shows that out of 118 children of the weavers’ 21 P0.34 per cent children have high acade
performance, 76 i.e. 64.41 per cent children haxgaae academic performance and 18 i.e. 15.25qm children have

low academic performance in H.S.L.C. examinatiothansession 20-2017.

From the investigatiorit is found that the academic performance of cbkitdof the weavers’ is mainly average
large amount of children i.e.64.41rpeent possesses average academic performancede@wt ger cent children posse

high academic performance.

The percentage of academic performance of childfethe weavers’ is illustrated through the follogitar

diagram-

Academic performance of children

70
60 i
so
a0
30 7
20 7

10

High Average Low

® Children of the weavers' B

Figure 1
Objective No. 2: To find out the educational leg&father weavers of the childr

H,: The educational level of the father weaverss.
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Table 2: The Educational Level of the Father Weaves in terms of Percentage

Sl. No. | Educational Level of Father Weavers Total No. of Fathers | Percentage (%)
1 llliterates 38 32.2%
2 Literate but not completed primary educatjon 18 5.2%%
3 Completed primary education 23 19.49%
4 Completed High school education 8 6.78%
5 Completed higher secondary education 20 16.95%
6 Graduation and above 11 9.3%

Total 118

From the investigation 32.2 per cent father weaweesfound illiterates and only 9.3 per cent fativeavers

possess graduation. Hence it is proved that theagidmal level of the father weavers is low.

Objective No. 3: To study the relationship betwdba educational level of father weavers and academi

performance of their children.
Hs: There exists a significant relationship betweshdr weavers and the academic performance ofchidiren.

To find out the relationship between the educatidenel of father weavers and academic performasfctieir
childreny?value is calculated-

) Level of Significance - -
X Df At5% Level | At 1% Level Significant or Non-Significant
38.94| 10 18.307 23.209 Significant

The study reveals that there exists a significal#tionship between the educational level of fatmeavers and
the academic performance of their children.

Objective No.4: To find out the educational levEhmther weavers of the children.

H,: The educational level of mother weavers is low.

Table 3: The Educational Level of Mother Weavers inTerms of Percentage

Sl. No. | Educational Level of Mother Weavers Total No. of Mothers | Percentage (%)
1 llliterates 50 42.37%
2 Literate but not completed primary educatjon 13 1.02%
3 Completed primary education 12 10.17%
4 Completed High school education 20 16.95%
5 Completed higher secondary education 13 11.02%
6 Graduation and above 10 8.47%

Total 118

The study reveals that 42.3 per cent i.e. moshefrhother weavers are illiterates and only 8.47 qeeit are

graduates. So the educational level of the motleavers is low.

Objective No.5: To study the relationship betwebe tducational level of mother weavers and academic

performance of their children.

Hs: There exists a significant relationship between ealucational level of mother weavers and academic

performance of their children.
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For studying the relationship between the educatitavel of mother weavers and academic performantieir

childreny?value is computed-

X2 Df Level of Significance

At 5% Level | At 1% Level
37.68| 10 18.307 23.209 Significant
The table reveals that a significant relationshifsts between the educational level of mother weaamd the

Significant or Non-Significant

academic performance of their children.
FINDINGS OF THE STUDY
On the basis of the analysis and interpretatiomatd, the major findings of the study have beendoas follows-

* The study reveals that the academic performancd.81L.C. examination of the children of the weavers
average. From the analysis of objective No.1, 6#drlcent children are found of average acadentioqmeance

and 20.34 per cent children of the weavers possghsacademic performance.

e The study reveals that the educational level dieatweavers is low. 24.6 per cent father weaveesfaund

illiterate from the study.

» There exists a significant relationship between ligweel of education of father weavers and the acscle

performance of their children.

» Shih-Feng, T. (2016). The Study of the Phenomerfdhaagliao Immigrant Residents’ Children GettingttBe

Academic Performance in Taiwan.

* The educational level of mother weavers is low.nfrithe analysis of data 42.37 per cent mother weazex

found illiterates. Only 8.47 per cent mother weavgrssess graduation.

e From the study, a significant relationship betwebha educational level of mother weavers and academi

performance of their children are found.
SUGGESTION

Level of education of parents is a factor of thadmmic performance of their children. Parents eilutand
children’s academic performance has a significafdtionship. As most of the weavers are wage weaavbey are not
only poor in educational level but also live in @&l poverty line. So their children always deprive the normal living
standard. Schools should provide mid-day meal ael hooks to secondary school students for encimgralge students
to do better in academic performance. Remedialspedial classes should be arranged in school forialitreatment of

these students. The students should be counseteht¢entrate on their academic performance in HCS.éxamination.
CONCLUSIONS

From the study, it is revealed that the academifop®ance of the children of the weavers is not.lGwey
possess average academic performance. 20.34 pechilelien possess high academic performance; \aket8.25 per
cent possess the low academic performance in HCSdxamination. The educational level of parentpdsitively and

significantly related to their children’s academerformance.
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